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Seidel says safety 
regulations combat-
ting terrorism have 
become too harsh. 
See page 4
The Gamecocks 
continue to prepare 
for Mississippi State 
without dismissed QB 
Stephen Garcia.
See page 8






The typical annual cost a USC 
undergraduate pays for a traditional 
meal plan has increased by more 
than $800 in the past decade 
and $200 in the past f ive years, 
according numbers from the Offi ce 
of Institutional Assessment and 
Compliance .
The increases are likely in line 
with Consumer Price Index for the 
southern region of the U.S., said 
Robert Coffey , residential district 
manager for Carolina Dining . 
Similar increases have been 
occurring at other Southeastern 
Conference universit ies. USC’s 
meal plan prices compare to those 
of Clemson, the Universit y of 
Tennessee and other institutions, 
but students are still concerned with 
rising prices. 
Student displeasure with meal 
plans is not unique to USC. Students 
at the University of Alabama and 
Auburn Universit y sued their 
schools last year for requiring them 
to buy meal plans . While USC only 
requires freshmen to buy meal plans, 
Alabama requires all on-campus 
students to purchase them and 
Auburn requires even off-campus 
students to purchase a plan . 
David Robinson, director of 
business development for auxiliary 
ser v ices for Auburn ,  sa id t he 
university began mandating meal 
plans in 2008 .
“It’s all part of Auburn’s living-
and-learning environment, it’s part 
of having convenient places for 
students to eat on campus and having 
them feel more part of campus,” 
Robinson said. “There has to be a 
level of participation for us to offer 
the type of food establishments we 
have.”
Robinson did not say whether 
lower prices were a motive behind 
mandatory meal plan at Auburn. 
Auburn currently charges $1,990 a 
year for on-campus undergraduates , 
while the typical annual cost a USC 
undergraduate pays for a traditional 
meal plan is over $2,800 . Coffey said 
he was not aware of any plans to 
make USC’s dining mandatory. 
But the rising costs of traditional 
meal plans at USC have taken a 
backseat to criticism of the new Flex 
Plans. The Flex Plans , which allow 
students to use bonus-value “Flex 
Dollars” to purchase food any time 
they please, have received criticism 
Construction on the Main Street 
sidewalk outside the Jones Physical 
Science Center, which had been 
expected to be fi nished by the end of 
September , has been delayed almost 
two weeks due to inclement weather .
“We have had an enormous amount 
of rain, which has put us a litt le 
behind schedule,” Associate Vice 
President for Facilities Tom Quasney 
said in an email response.
Facilities workers are waiting for 
a 10-day stretch of good weather to 
pour concrete on the sidewalk and 
entrance walk outside the building, 
Quasney said.
The Main St reet project was 
undertaken in June to repair an 
underground storm drain connecting 
to downspouts from the building , 
Quasney told The Daily Gamecock 
recently. The storm drain, Quasney 
said, appeared to have sunk over time, 
causing the downspout to pull away 
from it . As a result, water washed out 
the soil and collapsed a portion of the 
sidewalk, which necessitated repair.
Quasney said the delay had not 
incurred any extra costs for the 
$249,0 0 0 projec t  ,  wh ich  USC 
spokeswoma n Ma rga ret  La mb 
recently told The Daily Gamecock 
was funded from a renovation reserve 
fund that students pay $40 into per 
semester .
A s  for  i mp end i ng  Women’s 
Quad renovat ions, Quasney said 
architecture and engineering firms 
have been “short-listed,” and that 
construction on Wade-Hampton is 
T h i rd-yea r  b iolog y 
student Julia Rodes has 
gotten pretty far in life for 
21. 
The transfer student 
from Smith College has 
been happily married for 
two years to Army 1st 
Lt. Jared Rodes whi le 
c o n t i n u i n g  t o  w o r k 
towa rd  her  d rea m of 
entering medical school 
for neurology, and after 
w i n n i n g  t he  t i t le  o f 
Ms. Wheelchair South 
Carolina in August, she 
pla ns  on chas i ng t he 
national crown in the Ms. 
Wheelchair America 2012 
pageant .
Few would guess upon 
meeting Rodes that just 
f ive mont hs ago,  t h is 
peppy, ambitious student 
lay unconscious in the 
intensive care unit with 
two severe brain injuries 
and lower spinal damage 
from an accident during a 
motorcycle safety lesson . 
Rodes lost some of her 
memory as well as her 
ability to walk .
“Even after fi ve months, 
I’m still in this stage where 
I wake up in the morning 
and try to swing my legs 
over the bed, but then I 
remember I can’t,” Rodes 
said light-heartedly.
Rodes will be sharing 
her story of recovery and 
self-empowerment tonight 
at 6:30 in Russell House 
205 a s  pa r t  of  USC’s 
celebration of Disability 
Awareness month . The 
event is  sponsored by 
USC’s chapter of Delta 
Alpha Pi , an international 
honor society for students 
w it h d i sabi l it ie s ,  and 
supported by the Office 
of  St udent  Disabi l it y 
Services.
S t u d e n t  S e n a t e  g a v e 
p r e l i m i n a r y  ap p r o v a l  t o 
allocate $96,196 to 70 student 
organizations next semester. 
Student Government funding 
comes from student activity fees. 
Senate will debate and vote on 
fi nal approval for the bill in two 
weeks. 
SG offi cials say a new online 
funding request system led 
to a record 92 organizations 
requesting more than $355,000 
in funds . 
“ T he  o n l i ne  s y s t e m  i s 
apparently more efficient and 
ef fect ive t han we t hought 
it would be, but this is kind 
of a good problem,” said SG 
Treasurer Emily Supil . She said 
this was the first time SG was 
forced to cut funding for student 
organizations across the board. 
O n l y  6 0  o r g a n i z a t io n s 
requested a total of $187,425 in 
the spring of 2011. There are 
about 300 organizat ions on 
campus , meaning that, despite 
the increase, still less than a 
third requested funds for next 
semester. 
Each year, the SG treasurer 
and fi nance committee disperse 
a tota l of $185,000 among 
student organizations for two 
semesters, and each semester, 
there is debate over why certain 
organizat ions — of ten the 
obscure ones — receive certain 
amounts.  
Some senators chuckled after 
one asked about the $2,084 the 
Clay Club received . Finance 
Chairman Coy Gibson said the 
club was granted the money to 
pay for a guest speaker and for 
one member to travel to and 
from a conference in Seattle. 
President Pro Tempore Austin 
Jackson inquired about why the 
Saxophone Association received 
$980 . Gibson said it was for 
the organization to bring well-
known performers to campus. 
Andrew Askins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Construction on the Main Street sidewalk outside of the Jones Physical Science Center has been delayed two weeks due to rain. 
Campus construction project sees delay
Women’s Quad renovations











Courtesy of Julia Rodes 
USC student Julia Rodes with 
husband, Army 1st Lt. Jared Rodes
Ms. Wheelchair SC shares story
Disabled USC 




SG bill to grant organizations $96,196 in funds
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Student Government has $185,000 a year to disperse 
among organizations over two semesters. Here are the 
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One senator asked why 
TOMS at USC received 
$205 for food and drinks 
at  t he show ing of  a 
poverty documentary. 
The student organization 
represents TOMS , a 
for-profi t shoe company 
that donates one pair 
of shoes to children in 
Africa for every pair it 
sel l s .  The company, 
k n o w n  o n  c a m p u s 
for its “Day Without 
Shoes” event in which 
students walk barefoot, 
has been crit icized in 
char it y c ircles as an 
example of “bad aid” for 
using philanthropy as a 
marketing tool. Gibson 
said the documentary 
s c r e e n i n g  w a s  n o t 
intended to sell shoes.  
T he  h ighe s t  non-
loan amount, $10,350 , 
wa s  g iven  to  honor 
society Omicron Delta 
Kappa for its Annual 
University Awards Day 
Ceremony . The smallest 
amount, $50, was given 
to the Newman Club , a 
Catholic student group. 
Gibson said the decisions 
of which organizations 
to fund and how much 
depended on what ideas 
they brought to the table.
“ It  c a me dow n to 
organizations that had 
g reat  ideas  a nd had 
specifi cs,” Gibson said. 
T h e  f i n a n c e 
committee used several 
strict funding rules. No 
organizations were given 
money for end-of-year 
parties, food expenses 
during travel, clothing or 
QuickCopy fees to print 
advertisements.
Fu nd i ng  wa s  a l so 
d e n i e d  t o  e v e n t s 
closed to organization 
members, except in the 
cases of conferences 
w h e r e  m e m b e r s 
cou ld  repre sent  t he 
university. Even then, an 
organization could only 
receive enough money 
to register one person. 
When asked why some 
large organizations didn’t 
receive any money or as 
much money as smaller 
ones, Gibson said some 
simply didn’t request 
money and some didn’t 
put enough effort into 
the request process.
“We tried to follow up 
with some organizations 
and they didn’t respond,” 
Gibson said. “A lot of 
organizations put a lot 
of time into explanations 
and made pamphlets and 
some organizations just 
didn’t even show up (for 
discussions).” 
G i b s o n  s a i d  h i s 
commit tee took into 
account an organization’s 
size and the amount of 
people its events would 
reach. 
“Some organizations 
are small but they have 
great ideas, so there was 
no bias against them,” 









FREE CUP OF QUESO
from students for costing more than their retail 
worth.
Coffey came to the university last semester after 
15 years at Virginia Tech , which boasts No. 1-ranked 
dining facility in the country and also where the 
Flex meal plan system began. Coffey’s fi rst year at 
the university coincided with the beginning of Flex 
meal plans at USC. Coffey said USC had begun 
exploring Flex plans before his arrival due to student 
dissatisfaction with block meal plans.
Carolina Dining offi cials have defended the Flex 
Plans, saying they are based off the tried-and-
true Virginia Tech system. But inspection of the 
numbers shows one important difference between 
the systems: At Virginia Tech, Flex dollars are worth 
three times as much as cash at several dining areas, 
while at USC, Flex dollars are only worth double . 
For the Major Flex Plan at Virginia Tech, 
students pay $1,359 a semester .  That cost 
includes an $869 base fee — to cover utilities, 
maintenance, repairs, labor and other costs incurred 
by the university’s dining services — and $490 
in Flex Dollars , which triple for a retail of about 
$1,470 at the university’s several buffet dining 
centers. That’s more than the plan costs students. 
But at USC, Flex Dollars only count double no 
matter where students eat. For the Major Flex Plan 
at USC, students pay $1,315 a semester . That cost 
includes a $915 base fee and $400 in Flex Dollars , 
which double for a retail worth of $800 . That’s $515 
less than the plan costs students . 
Flex Dollars only count double at Virginia Tech’s 
non-buffet dining areas . If a student were to spend 
all $490 Flex Dollars of their Major Flex Plan on al 
a carte items, it would be worth $980 , or $379 less 
than the plan costs.
But Coffey said it was “hard to judge apples to 
apples” when it comes to complex campus dining 
systems at large universities. 
Tom Mortenson took his t ime 
Wednesday night blatantly describing 
South Carolina’s handling — or the 
lack thereof — of its education.
“You’re really cheap and stingy when 
it comes to fecundating government 
programs that provide the kind of 
services that we all benefi t from, such 
as higher education,” he said of South 
Carolina. “You guys don’t like to pay 
taxes.”
Mortenson, a senior scholar at 
The Pell Institute for the Study of 
Opportunity in Higher Education , led 
a “College Access in South Carolina” 
discussion at the Ernest F. Hollings 
Library . Focusing on the state policy’s 
impact on college part icipat ion, 
Mortenson criticized South Carolina 
for leading the rest of the country in 
falling behind. 
“Si nce  1975,  you’ve  lead t he 
downward slide in state support,” he 
said. “You’ve cut your state investment 
effort in higher education by about 70 
percent.” 
And if the trends in place over the last 
35 years continue, South Carolina’s last 
dollar will be given to higher education 
in 2031, Mortenson estimated. 
“We will have zeroed out in state 
investment in higher education,” he 
said. 
Mortenson said that the state’s high 
school graduation rate, the foundation 
for college access in his opinion, was at 
53.6 percent in 2008, down from 68.8 
percent in 1981. Through that time 
period the United States’ rate fell from 
72.1 percent to 70.3 percent. 
“It is very clear, compared to the 
national average, that South Carolina 
has a relat ively low high school 
graduation rate,” he said. He did 
commend South Carolina for being 
a “national leader” for getting high 
school graduates into college. Still, he 
said, the high school graduation rate 
causes South Carolina to lag in the 
nation.
Mortenson complained that higher 
tuition rates narrow the likelihood of 
students from low-income families 
fi nishing college nationwide. 
“A student from the top quartile 
of family income, a student who was 
born by luck of the draw at birth has 
a 75 percent chance of [achieving] a 
bachelor’s degree by age 24,” he said. “If 
you’re from the bottom quartile, then 
your chance is less than 8 percent.”
Mor tenson prov ided h is  ow n 
solutions at the end of his talk. 
“If the state is seriously committed 
to increasing its education rates among 
its residents, it must, it absolutely must, 
increase high school graduation rate ,” 
he urged. “The affluent are going to 
have to fare for themselves and pay 
a larger share of the cost of higher 
education.”
SG ● Cont. from 1
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Expert talks education funding
Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Education expert Tom Mortenson (far left) speaks on campus Wednesday night. 
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Rodes says her goal is to change 
the perception that students with 
disabilities have limited opportunities 
through social awareness and a 
positive image, one that participating 
in the Ms. W heelchair pageant 
helped her to fi nd.
“One of the things I’m trying to 
emphasize (as Ms. Wheelchair South 
Carolina) is that the only thing you’ve 
lost is your ability to get around the 
way you did before,” Rodes said. “I 
didn’t lose my ability to smile ... or 
my ability to have dreams. It just 
takes a different strategy. A lot of 
people forget that.”
Rodes will spend the remainder of 
the year traveling the state speaking 
to peer support groups and schools, 
educating others on how to approach 
those with disabilit ies as well as 
accident prevention. Ironically, she is 
sponsored by Thunder-Tower Harley 
Davidson of Columbia , the site of her 
accident. She attests that, despite her 
ordeal, she still can’t help her love of 
motorcycles.
“I asked them to sponsor me — I 
wanted to show people that you can 
have an accident and still move on,” 
Rodes said.
According to Disability Resource 
Coord inator Omar Trout man , 
702 students at USC are currently 
registered as having a disability , 
w h e t h e r  p h y s i c a l ,  l e a r n i n g , 
psychiatric or audiovisual. However, 
since national statistics have found 
that between 10 and 12 percent of 
students in higher education have 
a diagnosable disability ,  Troutman 
estimates that the number should be 
closer to 3,000. Troutman attributes 
the lower registration to the stigma 
developed in early and secondary 
education and the misconception of 
disability services in college.
Second-year hospitality student 
Cindy Amick , president of Delta 
Alpha Pi, hopes that Rodes’ story 
will clear up misconceptions and 
encourage others to consider the day-
to-day challenges faced by disabled 
students — from gett ing in and 
out of elevators in a wheelchair, to 
campus safety, to taking notes in class 
with dyslexia. Amick, who herself 
was confined to a wheelchair after 
being diagnosed with a crippling 
pain syndrome, hopes those with 
disabilities will fi nd encouragement 
from Rodes’ experiences. 
“We all have those days when we 
feel sorry for ourselves, but there’s no 
reason to stay there,” Amick said. “I 
think she can inspire some of us who 
are disabled to strive to do more and 
be active.” 
PROJECT ● Cont. from 1
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not expected to begin 
unt il the summer of 
2013 .
“ We  w i l l  b e g i n 
interv iews soon and 
selec t  t he designer, 
then the design can 
begin,” Quasney said. 
“We don’t have a plan 
yet since we haven’t 
hired the designer, but 
we’ll be looking at a lot 
of options and ways to 
minimize the impact of 
these on our students, 
wh i le  prov id i ng a n 
a p p r o p r i a t e  l i v i n g 
experience for them.” 
Comments on this story? 
Visit: dailygamecock.com/
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CORRECTIONS
If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, 
let us know about it. Email sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and 
we will print the correction in our next issue.
T h e  g o a l  o f  T h e  D a i l y 
Gamecock’s Viewpoints page is to 
stimulate discussion in the University 
of South Carolina community.
All published authors are expected 
to provide logical arguments to back 
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters 
to the editor, guest columns and 
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
L e t t e r s  a nd  g ue s t  c o lu m n s 
should be submitted via e-mail to 
gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters 
must be 200 to 300 words in length 
and include the author’s name, year 
in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders 
and USC faculty members to submit 
guest columns. Columnists should 
keep submissions to about 500 words 
in length and include the author’s 
name and position. 
The editor reserves the right to 
edit and condense submissions for 
length and clarity, or not publish 
at all. 
A l l  subm is s ions become t he 
property of The Daily Gamecock and 
must conform to the legal standards 
of USC Student Media.
IT’S YOUR RIGHT About The Daily Gamecock
The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper of the University of 
South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall and spring semesters and nine times during 
the summer with the exception of university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The 
Daily Gamecock are those of the editors or author and not those of the University of South Carolina. 
Th e Board of Student Publications and Communications is the publisher of The Daily 
Gamecock. Th e Department of Student Media is the newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily 
Gamecock is supported in part by student-activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies 
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Terrorism paranoia leads to ridiculous rules
Government policies go to extremes, 
invade privacy of citizens





























is on them to 
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Editor’s offi ce: 777-3914
Fax: 777-6482
Too of ten  s t udent s  f i nd 
themselves in their senior year of 
college and realize they still have 
a plethora of classes left to take 
before May.
S o m e t i m e s 
students take 21 
h o u r s  i n  t h e i r 
last semester. Or 
they stay another 
footba l l  sea son 
and graduate in 
December. 
Either way, this 
t ypical ly results 
f r o m  a  l a c k  o f 
planning. 
A lot of students depend on 
their academic advisers to plan 
their schedules for them. Then, 
when they realize they aren’t 
on track, students blame their 
advisers for screwing up.
Yes, advisers are supposed to 
help us out, but their job title 
ind icates t hey are t here to 
“advise.” They suggest what 
classes we should take based on 
what we need to graduate. 
The classes we independently 
sign up for are up to us. It is our 
responsibility to make sure we 
take the right amount of classes. 
And to double check that these 
classes f it the criteria for our 
majors. 
Once we’re in college, we’re 
adults. It’s up to us to make 
mat u re  dec i s ions  a nd t a ke 
responsibility. This applies to our 
coursework and being motivated 
to graduate on time. 
S o ,  a s  a d v i s i n g  s e a s o n 
approaches and your registration 
appointment gets here, plan 
ahead for your date with your 
adv i ser.  G o prepa red ;  a sk 
questions to see if you’re on track. 
Make sure extras like studying 
abroad or taking a sailing class 
won’t set you back. And save the 
electives for your last semester 
of college so instead of having to 
take English 102 or a lab science 
as a senior, you can learn how to 
belly dance or fence.  
In Kevin Burke’s “Protests overlook 
key details of issues,” he points out 
misconceptions among the Occupy 
Wall Street protesters, but he upholds 
one about them which the news 
networks have crafted. 
Burke’s overall complaint is that the 
protesters have no solutions. Critics 
have made the same assertion and 
even the political cartoon in The 
Gamecock a few days ago claimed 
that the protesters are a bunch of 
ideologues without a real direction. 
This is a misconception. 
Politicians, many backed by the 
corporate interests as well as the 
media, are waiting for a sound bite 
that sums up the protest. They want 
that clear, simple solution so they can 
obliterate it. They have done so to 
other conveniently packaged ideas: 
the original health care bill became 
known as “socialist,” “Obamacare” 
and lost support because of that 
labeling. Sen. Ron Paul’s campaign 
is a joke in the media, despite what 
poll numbers say about his popularity. 
Our mass media and politicians are 
adept at forcing their opponents into 
overgeneralization, so that they — 
and the American people — never 
take worthwhile reform seriously.  
The protesters know this strategy 
and subver t  it .  Unfor t u nately, 
their radically democratic nature 
allows for missteps: Burke makes 
a good point that the protesters 
have misunderstood the Durbin 
amendment of the Dodd-Frank Bill . 
Despite these falters, most of them are 
intelligent and well-prepared to wage 
their nonviolent protest. For example, 
they know that their opponents — the 
big banks, the stock brokerages, the 
mass media, the lobbying industry 
and those members of congress 
in their thrall — are waiting for 
that sound bite to tear apart. The 
protesters will not give it to them. 
Already we know why they protest: 
greed and corporate influence have 
poisoned our government and society. 
One percent of our populat ion 
controls more than a third of the 
wealth and most of the power, while 
99 percent are politically powerless. 
In this situation, we cannot simply 
“g raduate  a nd  h it  t he  g rou nd 
running,” while we are weighed down 
by student loans and the scarcity of 
jobs. 
Occupy Wall Street harnesses 
public sentiment against this injustice, 
and it is still growing. It has to get 
bigger if it will be able to inspire the 
change our country needs. Right now 
the media ridicules it and hopes it will 
fade. The way things look, it will not. 
W h at e v e r  y o u  t h i n k  ab o u t 
the protests, do not look solely to 
t he med ia  coverage.  Fol low @
occupy wallst on Twitter. Go to 
occupywallst.org , where they post 
updates da i ly.  Watch v ideos of 
intelligent protesters running circles 
around single-minded reporters 
who want to generalize them out of 
relevance. 
If Occupy Wall Street accomplishes 
n o t h i n g  e l s e ,  i t  h a s  a l r e a d y 
outfoxed America’s news media. I 
hope it perseveres in nonviolence, 
in democracy and inspires a more 
just America, where everyone — 
not just the one percent — has the 
opportunity to thrive. 
— Jackson Culpepper, graduate 
English student
There has always been political and social tension 
between rights to privacy and national security, and 
understandably so. 
In the wake of 9/11, it was obvious to lawmakers 
and American citizens that reforms needed to be 
made to airport security to prevent another attack. 
Everyone seemed happy to take one for the team and 
remove their shoes before stepping through the metal 
detectors, or put their shampoo in travel size bottles. 
We are no more at peace in the fi ght for safety than 
we were a decade ago. Whether it’s from the sense of 
unrest that still lingers in the back of our minds or 
uncertainty about what precautions to take next, the 
world has become a paranoid place where individual 
liberties and privacy don’t seem to matter. 
In a situation that offered comedic relief in the long 
lines of an airport, LZ Granderson , a CNN columnist , 
thought it was a joke when he saw the sign at the airport 
that read, “Please be advised, snow globes are not 
allowed through the security checkpoint.”  
Granderson’s experience in the 
airport brings up a valid point that 
many advocates of stricter security fail 
to realize: the inconsistencies in airport 
security and the taxpayer money those 
inconsistencies are wasting. 
Realistically, a snow globe could 
possibly pose a danger since it is fi lled 
with liquid. But you’re already being 
frisked and essentially undressed by 
advanced imaging machines to check for 
underwear bombs and hidden tweezers. 
So  a “No Snow Globes” sign makes you 
wonder when the security hysteria got so out of control. 
The terrorism paranoia isn’t isolated to airports 
anymore, either. Recently, a man at a Scotland mall was 
taking pictures of his daughter eating ice cream when 
an overzealous mall cop threatened to confi scate his cell 
phone, saying that his actions were a terrorism threat . 
The security guard then called police, who agreed to let 
the man keep his cell phone only after making him give 
his full details — including name, place of birth, age, 
address and employment status . He was removed from 
the Braehead Shopping Center over a few pictures that 
he took of his 4-year-old eating ice cream, all in the 
interest of preventing terrorism.  
As technology advances, it allows more pathways 
to terrorism. But how many of these precautions are 
actually keeping us safe, and how many are infringing 
on our fundamental rights to privacy?
It’s easy to play the cynic and argue the fi ght against 
terrorism will never end; therefore, these provisions are 
necessary and just. But are these ridiculous protocols 
and demands in public places and airport security lines 
really making air and ground travel safer? 
There is no defi nite solution to the terrorism threat 
constantly looming over all of us. But if government 
cont inues to invade personal space pervasive 
government surveillance and an Orwellian-type 
administration will undoubtedly evolve until we have 
no privacy at all. 
If you were walking down the street and 
someone were handing out free money would 
you take it?
We certainly would.
But apparently more than two thirds of 
USC’s student organizations wouldn’t. 
Of the 300 registered student organizations 
on campus, only 
9 2  r e q u e s t e d 
( a n d  o n l y  7 0 
received) funding 
f r o m  S t u d e n t 
G o v e r n m e n t ’ s 
f i n a n c i a l 
allocations. 
W h i l e  t h e s e 
numbers are an 
uptick from last 
year’s, they’re still 
pretty pathetic.
If student organizations want to have 
funding for their various events and 
programs, the burden is on them to request 
it through the online system SG has in place. 
However, w ith so few organizat ions 
requesting money, we have to wonder if SG 
is doing enough to advertise and make sure 
all student groups that are eligible to receive 
money know how to ask for it.
Once funds have been requested, the 
amount of money SG allocates to each 
organization should refl ect the impact each 
has on the university.
For example, Mortar Board is set to receive 
the highest amount as a loan of $20,000. This 
is understandable — it has the responsibility 
of producing planners for the entire student 
body. And the money is a loan; it’s eventually 
paid back to the university.
However, if the bill passes, USC’s Clay 
Club could receive a steep sum of $2,084. 
Yes, clay can get expensive. But how many 
students are actually involved in the Clay 
Club? 
SG should make sure all student groups 
know how to request the money. At that point 
the responsibility is on the organizations 
to actually submit their requests. Then, 
SG should make sure it allocates funds 
responsibly, reflecting the interests of the 
majority of students, not just a select few. 
The “Famously Hot” 
city received some “Hot 
Cookin’” when art ists 
G. Love & Special Sauce 
a n d  T h e  M o v e m e nt 
brought their laid-back 
beats to the S.C. State 
Fair Wednesday for a 
small crowd.
D e s p i t e  no t  b e i n g 
able to f i l l  the whole 
f l o o r  s e c t i o n ,  b o t h 
bands delivered for their 
loya l  fans.  The show 
m a rked  t he  open i ng 
o f  t h e  a n n u a l  f a i r , 
k icking off almost two 
weeks of performances 
on the featured Pepsi 
Grandstand .
Reggae, rock and hip-
hop f usion band The 
Movement opened for G. 
Love, mostly playing new 
songs from their soon-
to-be released a lbum 
“One More Night.” 
The quartet features 
Columbia-native Jordan 
M i l ler  on g u it ar  and 
vocals, keyboardist John 
Bowl i ng ,  ba s s i s t  Jay 
Schmidt and drummer 
Gary Jackson . The new 
songs have a famil iar 
free-fl owing sound with 
an especia l ly organic 
undercurrent.
“ It ’s  a  l i t t le  b it  of 
country, reggae, rock and 
hip-hop all intertwined,” 
Schmidt said. 
Although he didn’t join 
the band until it relocated 
to Philadelphia , Schmidt 
said he loves being down 
South. 
“I feel like Columbia 
is my hometown because 
we get t he most love 
here ,”  s a id  Sch m idt , 
who wore a Gamecocks 
football jersey during the 
show. 
Next up was G. Love 
& Special Sauce, who 
injected some energy into 
the chilled-out crowd. 
G .  L o v e  w a s  a l s o 
promoting a new album 
W e d n e s d a y  n i g h t , 
making Columbia a stop 
on his “Fixin’ To Die” fall 
tour. But to begin the set, 
the band played crowd 
favorites “Hot Cookin,’” 
“Who’s Got the Weed?” 
and “Booty Call,” which 
had audience members 
c lapping and s ing ing 
along. 
T h e  t r i o  f r o m 
Philadelphia is known 
for its mix of alternative 
b l u e s  a n d  h i p - h o p  , 
w it h  Mark Boyce  on 
keyboard , Timo Shanko 
on bass, Jeffrey Clemens 
on drums and G. Love — 
aka Garrett Dutton — a 
triple-threat on vocals, 
guitar and harmonica. 
Dutton played some 
i m p r e s s i v e  g u i t a r -
harmonica solos, adding 
a bluegrass twang that 
will be found throughout 
the new album. 
It’s no wonder; Scott 
and Seth Avett of the 
Avett Brothers , a popular 
folk rock band, produced 
t he  f u l l- leng t h .  The 
Avetts were infl uential in 
the new down-to-earth 
jams and can be heard 
on backing vocals, banjo, 
guitar and tambourine in 
many of the songs.
“It’s [a] return to roots 
music,” Dutton said of 
t he  new C D.  “ I t ’s  a 
second chance at a first 
album.”
How do you kick off a show in front 
of a packed Russell House Ballroom 
when you’re 20 minutes late and the 
crowd is starting to get restless? Well, 
if you’re comedian Doug Benson , 
the answer is simple: W hip out 
your smartphone and start scrolling 
through Twitter. 
“I’ve been getting a lot of tweets 
from you guys about the show,” 
Benson said as he began reading 
aloud (and calling out a few) tweets 
from several USC students already 
seated in the audience. “I’ve really got 
to say, this university kind of seems 
like it has a lot of stoners. And I love 
that.”  
Of course, Benson felt right at home 
in the middle of this “weed-centric” 
humor; it’s the type of comedy that 
has collected him thousands of fans 
over the years. And although Benson 
has been a part of the comedy circuit 
since the late 1980s, it is his more 
recent work on hit channels like 
Comedy Central and VH1, as well 
as his chronic marijuana-smoking 
documentary “Super High Me,” 
that has shot the f unnyman to 
megasuccess on the comic radar. 
Now the star of his own “Doug 
Loves Movies” and “The Benson 
Interruption” podcasts, Benson is still 
sticking to his original formula and 
loving every minute of it. 
After a quick plug to off icially 
rename t he mont h of  October 
in favor of Columbia’s favor ite 
fowl (“If you guys aren’t calling it 
‘Gamecocktober’ by now, someone 
really needs to get on that”), Benson 
introduced the night’s opener, his 
close friend Graham Elwood .
Elwood, who has performed various 
sets for the troops overseas as well as 
a co-starring role in “The High Road 
with Doug Benson,” took the stage 
for a brief 30-minute set, gaffi ng on 
everything from how horrible the 
state of South Dakota is to one of the 
South’s greatest obsessions — sweet 
tea. 
“I’ve got relatives in the South, and 
I swear, all the time it’s ‘sweet tea!’ 
‘sweet tea!’” Elwood said. “You guys 
are like a bunch of zombies for that 
stuff, you really are.” 
When it was fi nally time for Benson 
to take the mic, the comic launched 
into full-on stoner humor. 
Ripping on a world of topics ranging 
from ultimate fi ghting competitions 
to combating Alzheimer’s disease 
with marijuana use (“Why forget 
tomorrow what you can forget 
today?”), Benson consistently kept 
his comedy fresh and clearly catered 
to the college audience, even dishing 
out rewrites for those pesky “above 
the infl uence” commercials. 
Benson also possesses two talents 
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Laid-back beats open State Fair stage
Jeremy Aaron / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Comedian Doug Benson cracks marijuana jokes during his stand-up stop at USC.
Comments on this story? 
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The Movement, 











Photos by Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The Movement frontman Jordan Miller, a Columbia native, delivered reggae tunes.
BENSON ● 6
“After the fact it’s that this is my 
habitat, this is the life for me.”
— The Movement
that often seem to fail today’s modern 
comedians: He never fails to keep 
the audience engaged and he actually 
laughs at himself. Why? He actually 
does think he’s funny. 
“I know I’m funny. And everyone 
seems to think I’m always high,” 
Benson joked to the crowd. “So I am. 
Why not just do it if it everyone’s 
thinking it already?” 
Benson even of fered audience 
members a chance to win some 
prizes for the evening, launching a 
screeching rubber chicken into the 
crowd before inviting fans to join 
him on the stage for “The Best Week 
Ever” game – a contest to see who 
was, well, having the best week ever. 
Sure ,  he forgot  a  few of  t he 
contestants’ names, but the winner, 
chosen by the crowd, did receive a 
bag of Doug Benson swag as well as 
Elwood’s latest live CD. 
In closing the night’s set, Benson 
once again did something out of form 
for many comics — he asked the 
audience which joke to use. 
“I can either fi nish the night with 
a really good, squeaky-clean joke, or 
I can tell the dirtiest joke I’ve got,” 
Benson said. “I’m going to let you 
guys decide.” 
Receiving jeers to perform both 
of the jokes he had on tap, Benson 
opted to try out a split-personality 
style of comedy, turning repeatedly 
to either side as he told both jokes at 
the same time. And Benson didn’t lie. 
One joke was dirty and one joke was 
clean, but they were both his style 
and certainly ended the night on a 
witty note, complete with a standing 
ovation.  
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Benson’s friend Graham Elwood (above) opened the night’s show. Elwood has performed 








TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
GET TICKETS AT BLACKBAUD STADIUM BOX OFFICE












30 ACTS! • TWO STAGES!
BRETT DENNEN • FITZ AND THE TANTRUMS
WARREN HAYNES BAND • THE DEL MCCOURY BAND & 
PRESERVATION HALL JAZZ BAND • STEEL PULSE
AND MANY MORE!
“Come to Nuttall Tire,
where my family takes pride
in serving yours.” Stephen Nuttall
2405 Millwood Ave ● 5 Minutes from USC
254-7988 ● www.nuttalltire.com
With valid USC student or faculty ID. Exp 11/15/11
Castrol GTX Oil
Change, Plus
Tire and Brake 
Inspection...
USC Special Just 
$19.95
Like Us On Facebook
For More Offers
PHD • JORGE CHAM THE SCENE
Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888  •  Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm  •  Russell House, Rm. 343
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HOUSING
3BD, 2BA one mile to USC, Old 
Shandon,fenced yard. 318-0729
Copper Beech (1 of 3 Bdrm) room 
for sublease. $479/month 
528-4284/thomascs@email.sc.edu
EMPLOYMENT
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No 
Experience Nec.Training  Available. 
800-965-6520 Ext253
Now hiring party host and referees 
for our NE Monkey Joe’s. Come 
in to apply or go online at www.
monkeyjoes.com/columbia
Harper’s Restaurant Hiring
We are looking for friendly, 
hardworking, team players in the 
form of servers and hostesses.  
Please apply in person T-TH, 2-4 






P/T Kitchen Staff. Lunchtime Avail. 
Apply In Person. Groucho’s Deli 
611 Harden St. 
TAX ASSOCIATE for Global Tax 
Service starting January ‘12. Office 
walking distance from Campus, 
Vista. CPA candidate preferred. 
Join a small, growing company 
with growth potential. Specialists 
in tax returns for overseas 
taxpayers.  Some international 
travel. Resume to resume@
globaltaxonline.net
Courier Position
Downtown law firm is seeking part-
time courier for morning hours.  




$189 for 7-Days. All prices 
include: Round-trip luxury cruise 
with food. Accommodations on 
the island at your choice of 13 





Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available 
for addt’l cost
Noon, 1 business day 
prior to publication
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30 
characters
LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line
Aries 
S c h e d u l e  y o u r 
agreements, especially 
w here  f i n a nc e s  a re 
c o n c e r n e d .  C h a r m 
customers with extra 
value and reap long-term 
rewards. Be patient and 
keep up momentum.
Taurus 
Give in to full self-
e x p r e s s i o n ;  y o u ’ v e 
g ot  t he  c o n f ide nc e 
and power. What will 
you create? Who will 
you be? You’ve got a 
blank canvas. Let your 
passions hold the brush.
Gemini 
There’s a tendency to 
overthink everything 
now. Don’t get stuck 
in your head. Get into 
a  conver sat ion w it h 
someone who can see 
beyond your view.
Cancer
Y o u r  c h a r m  i s 
magnet ic and others 
g r a v i t a t e  t o  y o u r 
orbit .  Opportunit ies 
for romance abound 
a n d  c o u ld  e v e n  b e 
overwhelming. Express 
your feelings. Art helps.
Leo 
Yo u r  s k i l l s  a r e 
garner ing at tent ion, 
bot h in you r ca reer 
and relationships. It’s 
easier to have intimate 
conversat ions. Get a 
sexy new outfi t and show 
off your moves.
Virgo
Even if you don’t hear 
about it, your ideas are 
ga ining recognit ion. 
You’re  not  i n  it  for 
t h e  g l o r y,  t h o u g h . 
Experiment with new 
c o n c e p t s  f o r  i n ne r 
satisfaction.
Libra 
D i s c u s s  s h a r e d 
fi nances during the next 
few days. Review your 
money plan and goals. 
You’re worth more than 
you thought. Increase 
your income by playing 
your cards wisely.
Scorpio 
Now it’s easier to make 
personal decisions that 
were dif f icult before. 
Words come easily when 
it comes to love, even 
in the face of obstacles. 
Share your heart.
Sagittarius 
The quickening pace 
leaves no time to waste. 
Concentrate on working 
to  generate  re su lt s . 
Us e  y o u r  p e r s o n a l 
magnetism to gain an 
advantage. You have 
plenty today.
Capricorn 
Romance sparks for 
the next two days. Add 
fuel to the f ire with 
a l it t le mystery. You 
don’t  need to revea l 
ever y t h i ng at  once . 




sat isf ies. You’re very 
per sua s ive  now a nd 
know just what to say 




You’ve got the memory 
and concentration for 
some ser ious  s t udy. 
Choose a  topic  t hat 
you feel strongly about 
and accept  r igorous 
coaching. Toss the ball 
to a teammate.
TODAY
SCENESC PRESENTS PAN W/ 
LATENIGHTS & I AM CARPENTER
9 p.m., $5
5 Points Pub, 2020 Devine St. 
KAL ECKER
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $6
The White Mule, 1530 Main St. 
TOMORROW
WHISKEY TANGO REVUE W/ JAMES 
ERVIN & DAVE BRITT
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $6 in 
advance / $8 day of show
The White Mule, 1530 Main St. 
MC CHRIS, MC LARS, MEGA RAN
8 p.m., $12 in advance / $15 day of 
show
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St. 
HOROSCOPES
TODAY
PARACHUTE MUSICAL, ROBBERS ON 
HIGH STREET
7 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 
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www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
Columbia Charlotte Shuttle





South Carolina’s women’s soccer 
team has been no stranger to the road 
in 2011, having played eight of its fi rst 
15 matches away from home. 
It will look to use that experience 
to its advantage this weekend when it 
travels to face Mississippi State (4-7-3, 
1-4-1) Friday before taking on Ole 
Miss (5-8-1, 1-5-0) Sunday. 
The Gamecocks (10-5, 4-2) enter 
the week fresh of f a three-game 
home winning streak that has seen 
them score three or more goals in 
each match. The streak began after 
a 1-0 loss to Kentucky to open the 
homestand , a loss coach Shelley Smith 
said has proved benefi cial to the team’s 
focus.
“It was a disappointment at home 
against Kentucky. The team knew it,” 
Smith said. “For them to bounce back 
and fi nd a way to overcome that and lift 
their game has been very impressive 
and rewarding for our whole program. 
We’re hopefully going to continue to 
build on that as we hit the road.”
While USC’s offense received most 
of the attention from last weekend’s 
wins over A labama and Auburn , 
defender El len Fahey garnered 
some attention of her own, earning 
SEC Defensive Player of the Week 
honors for her performance in the 
pair of victories . The lone senior on 
the Gamecocks’ backline , Fahey has 
anchored a defense that leads the SEC 
with 0.8 goals allowed per game this 
season. 
“She’s the kind of player that doesn’t 
get all the accolades because she’s not 
scoring the goals,” Smith said. “To 
have a returning defender like Ellen 
in the back to lead has been crucial 
to our success. When you have three 
freshmen players on our backline and 
in goal and then move Dani Henry out 
wide, it’s a lot to ask for your senior 
center back. Unless you’re in there 
with her, sometimes you may not 
realize how important she is.”
A lso ga in ing recognit ion was 
midf ielder Danielle Au, who was 
named AgSouth Athlete of the Week 
after leading Carolina with three 
goals over the course of the weekend. 
Coming off a five-goal campaign in 
2010 that earned her a spot on the 
SEC All-Freshman Team , Au enters 
the weekend already with fi ve goals, 
second on the team only to senior 
Kayla Grimsley. 
Play ing in their second season 
together, Smith believes improved 
chemistry between Au and Grimsley 
has made a significant difference to 
USC’s attack this year.
“I think she and Kayla have fi gured 
some things out on how to work off 
each other just as you see [Kortney 
Rhoades] and Kayla do so often,” 
Smith said. “You put Danielle in 
that mix, it makes a huge difference, 
and that’s where you saw a lot of our 
success this weekend. Danielle and 
Kayla especially have learned how to 
play with each other better. I’m excited 
to see how they’ll do the next couple 
games.”
The Bu l ldogs  haven’t  been a 
contender in the SEC in recent 
years, and other than an upset win 
over Auburn, 2011 hasn’t been much 
different. Nevertheless, Smith said 
her team’s primary focus will be 
maintaining the rhythm it’s gained 
over the last three matches and 
avoiding a letdown on the road.
“We ta lked to t he team af ter 
Kentucky about making sure we focus 
every game,” Smith said. “All we care 
about is that one game, so that’s how 
we’ll treat anyone in the SEC. You do 
see what Mississippi State has already 
done to very good teams, especially 
playing at their home fi eld. We expect 
a battle and we’re not going to go in 
with anything less than our best game. 
I think we’re all on the same page. 
We’ll just make sure we remind each 
other when Friday gets here.” 
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Senior defender Ellen Fahey (right) was named SEC Defensive Player of the Week.
Women’s soccer travels to face Mississippi State
Gamecocks attempt to keep 




S out h  C a r o l i n a  c o ac h  St e ve 
Spurrier said he learned Monday 
night of quarterback Stephen Garcia’s 
impending dismissal, and wishes 
Garcia’s career hadn’t ended in such a 
manner.
“I don’t like it,” said Spurrier of 
Garcia’s departure Wednesday on the 
SEC teleconference. “I wish he had 
stayed. I wish he could have finished 
his career as a Gamecock, one way or 
another.”
Athlet ics Director Eric Hyman 
 dismissed Garcia f rom the USC 
football program on Tuesday after a 
failed random substance abuse test for 
alcohol . The random testing was a term 
of the contract Garcia agreed upon 
prior to being reinstated to the football 
team in August after his fifth career 
suspension. 
Hyman, speaking to The Daily 
Gamecock prior to a meet ing of 
the USC chapter of the Society of 
Professional Journalists on campus 
Wednesday night, said the dismissal 
was ultimately not his decision but 
rather Garcia’s, as Garcia violated the 
guidelines set forth for him.
“The ball was in [Garcia’s] court,” 
said Hyman, who added he had a good 
relationship with Garcia.
Spurrier was asked indirectly about 
his relationship with Garcia, specifi cally 
if he had been too critical of the Lutz, 
Fla., native during his career. Spurrier 
implied he didn’t feel he had been.
“I try to praise all of our players 
according to how they perform,” 
Spurrier said. “It’s unfortunate what 
happened with Stephen. It’s all over 
now; we don’t need to rehash it. Just an 
unfortunate situation.”
Spurrier said he had a posit ive 
conversation with Garcia prior to 
learning of his dismissal about his role 
as the backup to new starter Connor 
Shaw  and how Garcia was a play away 
from reclaiming the job. With Garcia 
now gone, Shaw’s backup will either be 
redshirt sophomore Andrew Clifford or 
redshirt freshman Dylan Thompson. 
“Dylan and Andrew are pretty even,” 
Spurrier said. “It might be who has the 
best warm-up in pregame practice, to 
tell you the truth.”
That strategy was used prior to 
the Kentucky game, Spurrier said. 
Thompson ran with the second team in 
warm-ups prior to kickoff but Clifford 
looked sharper, so he became the fi rst 
quarterback off the bench, Spurrier 
said.
Both Clifford and Thompson played 
this past weekend and recorded their 
first career touchdowns — Clifford’s 
a passing touchdown, Thompson’s a 
rushing score. 
Garcia’s test reportedly occurred 
prior to the Kentucky game, but that 
apparently was not the reason Garcia 
did not play against UK, as Spurrier 
announced on the Thursday before the 
game an elbow injury would likely hold 
Garcia out. When asked Tuesday prior 
to Garcia’s dismissal, Spurrier said he 
was unsure of the exact severity of the 
injury.
Clifford, a close friend of Garcia’s, 
said that Garcia is “taking it pretty 
hard.”
“But I think he’s taking responsibility 
for his actions,” Clifford said. “We all 
support him and we’re going to miss 
him, but I think the team’s ready to go.”
Fellow quarterback Seth Strickland 
said he and Garcia talked “a good bit” 
after the dismissal was announced.
“It’s a tough time for him, no one’s 
denying that, but I l ike to think 
everything happens for a reason,” 
Strickland said. “Maybe it’s best for 
both part ies. I know all of us are 
wishing the best for him. We all love 
him and support him.” 
USC begins to move on
Hyman, Spurrier, players 
comment on Garcia
Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Quarterback Stephen Garcia was dismissed from the USC football program by Athletics Director Eric Hyman Tuesday after he failed a random substance abuse test.
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